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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

Claim 1 1 is withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 CFR 1.142(b) as 
being drawn to a nonelected invention, there being no allowable generic or linking claim. 
Election was made without traverse in a telephone interview with the applicant's 
representative on1 1 July 2007 based on the following: 

Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121: 

I. Claim 1 1 , drawn to preventing a plurality of telephones from ringing if the 
recognized name is not on a predetermined list otherwise allowing the 
plurality of telephones to ring, classified in class 379, subclass 106.09. 

II. Claim 13-15 and 17-25, drawn to a computer having a connection to a 
remote part using a protocol which does not require a dedicated wire 
connection, the connection operative to allow voice data to be received, to 
recognize the voice data to produce voice recognition information that is 
based on the voice data, classified in class 379, subclass 88.02 or class 
455, subclass 563. 

The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following reasons: 

Inventions I and II are related as product and process of use. The inventions can 
be shown to be distinct if either or both of the following can be shown: (1) the process 
for using the product as claimed can be practiced with another materially different 
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product or (2) the product as claimed can be used in a materially different process of 
using that product. See MPEP § 806.05(h). In the instant case the product as claimed 
can be used in a materially different process. 

Because these inventions are independent or distinct for the reasons given 
above and there would be a serious burden on the examiner if restriction is not required 
because the inventions have acquired a separate status in the art in view of their 
different classification, restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for.patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 13-15, 17 and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 

anticipated by Perro et al. (US 2002/0152202). 

As to claims 13 and 24, Perro teaches a telephone system comprising: 
A first electronically operated device receiving a voice to be recognized 

(paragraphs 0046 and 0047, a telephone or cellular phone to initiate a voice query for a 

voice query application), 
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A second computer, including automatic voice recognition capability (paragraph 
0047, voice recognition software residing on a server to interpret the voice query), 

A network connection between the first electronically operated device and the 
second computer (paragraph 0047, LAN, WAN or wireless based connection), 

Wherein the first electronically operated device operates to receive the voice to 
be recognized, send information indicative of said voice to be recognized to the second 
computer and receive recognition information indicative of the voice to be recognized 
from the second computer (paragraphs 0046, 0047 and 0104, the server receives the 
voice query and prepares the data to be submitted to a search engine or database 
application where the results are returned to the client telephone). 

As to claim 14, Perro teaches a system as in claim 13 wherein the fist 
electronically operated device is included within a portable telephone (paragraph 0046). 

As to claim 15, Perro teaches a system as in claim 13 wherein the first 
electronically operated device is included within a person digital assistant (paragraphs 
0048 and 0049). 

As to claim 17 with respect to claim 13, Perro teaches the network connection is 
a wireless connection (paragraphs 0047-0049, LAN, WAN or wireless based 
connection). 



I 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 18 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Perro et 
al. (US 2002/0152202) in view of Edson (US 6,526,581). 

As to claim 18, Perro teaches a system as in claim 13 wherein the network 
connection is a LAN but is silent as to a connection over an existing telephone line. 

Edson teaches a multi-service in-home local area network using existing in-home 
wiring/ networks and a gateway, the gateway to provide interfaces between internal and 
external communications media, control access between internal and external 
communications and control certain specialized features or applications available on the 
network, figure 1, column 5, lines. Edson teaches the gateway connects to one or more 
internal digital networks that may be wireless or utilize the existing wiring systems 
provided for power and the twisted wire pair for telephone service, column 7, line 10 to 
column 8, line 52. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to recognize the local area network of Perro may be implemented with the in- 
home wiring systems as taught by Edson to provide the home owner with high speed 
digital local area network that is easy to implement utilizing existing home wiring. 
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Claims 19-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Edson (US 6,526,581) in view of Perro et al. (US 2002/0152202). 

As to claim 19, Edson teaches a system comprising: 

A first electronic device having a microphone and capable of communication 
sound received by the microphone (figures 1 and 4, column 8, lines 12-37, POTS 
telephone connected to an HPNA interface), 

A computer remote from said a first electronic device (figures 1 and 2, column 5, 
lines 45 to column 6, line 46 and column 9, lines 8-33, gateway (13) will also execute 
specific application for certain services, the personal computer (43) or a server in the 
public network or Internet), 

The first electronic device and the computer having connection capability parts 
that allow forming a connection between the first electronic device and the computer, 
the connection using a protocol which does not require a dedicated wire connection 
between the first electronic device and the computer, the connection operative to allow 
data received from the microphone to be sent from the first electronic device to the 
computer for processing said data (figures 1 and 4, column 7, line 10 to column 8, line 
51 and column 13, lines 18-63, within the LAN, the gateway (13) connects to telephone 
(32) with an HPNA standard interface protocol for digital communication over the 
existing home twisted wire pair (21) for an analog or digital IP-telephony through to the 
Internet). 

Edson does not teach the connection to produce processed information that is 
based on said data and to return said processed information from the computer to said 
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a first electronic device wherein the data is spoken voice requests, the computer 
recognizes the spoken voice and returns recognition information indicative of the 
spoken voice to the first electronic device. 

Perro teaches an information retrieval system comprising a client telephone or 
cellular telephone will initiate voice queries to a server through communications 
connection such as a LAN, WAN or wireless based connection, paragraphs 0046-0047. 
Perro discloses when initiating voice queries, voice recognition software residing on the 
server interprets the voice query and sends a text message to a natural language 
processing (NLP) application that operates to properly prepare the data that will 
ultimately be submitted to a search engine or database application, the answer or result 
of the query returned to the client telephone, paragraphs 0047-0049 and 0104. 

Since Edson teaches the gateway controls certain specialized features or 
application available on the local area network as well as access to a wide area network 
such as the Internet, column 5, lines 37-57 and column 15, lines 49-61, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to recognize . 
the local area network of Edson capable of supporting the voice recognition application 
supported by the LAN of Perro to support user queries to a server on the Internet or 
even to a large drive/server on the local area network. 

As to claims 20 and 21, Edson teaches a system as in claim 19 wherein the 
connection capability parts include parts that allow making a Bluetooth connection 
(figure 2, column 7, lines 10-15 and column 15, lines 49-66, the internal type media or 
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connection utilizes the existing wiring systems provided in the home as well as a 
wireless protocol where in addition to the user devices of figure 1, a personal digital 
assistant can communicate via the network which are commonly known to one skilled in 
the art to use the Bluetooth wireless protocol for the connection). 

As to claim 22, Edson teaches the system as in claim 19 wherein the computer 
includes a telephone associated therewith (figure 1, column 7, lines 10-57, in the case 
of the gateway (3) identified as the computer, the gateway connected to a number of 
telephone function devices via the home network). 

As to claim 23, Edson teaches the system as in claim 22 further comprising a . 
plurality of telephones and the computer commands only certain ones of the telephones 
to be commanded to communicate based on applied information (figures 1, 3 and 4, 
column 1 1 , lines 41-65, the individual specific device interfaces to the network include a 
media access control (MAC) function to determine when the particular device gains 
access to the media; controls the address related functions of each device. The 
interface to an analog telephone will emulate POTS telephone line signaling such as 
generating signals to ring the individual telephone in response to an incoming call, 
column 13, lines 18-45). 

Claim 25 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Perro et 
al. (US 2002/0152202). 
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As to claim 25 with respect to claim 24, Perro teaches the client telephone will 
initiate communication to a server through a communications connection such as LAN, 
WAN or wireless based connection, paragraph 0047, but does not specifically teach the 
wireless connection the connection is Bluetooth. However, Perro also teaches the client 
application is a person digital assistant (PDA), paragraph 0048, which is well known in 
the art to utilize the Bluetooth protocol to make short range wireless connection to a 
local area network. Consequently, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at 
the time of the invention to realize the PDA of Perro to comprise a Bluetooth part to 
establish a wireless connection via a local area network. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon but considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure includes Pai et al. (US 6,711,138). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Blane J. Jackson whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7890. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday, 7:30 AM- 
6:00 PM, EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward Urban can be reached on (571) 272-7899. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




